
 

2020 All-State Music Festival Information 
Registration Deadline: September 23, 2020 

Penalty Deadline: September 23, 2020 
Audition Dates: submission deadline for audition recordings will be October 21, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. for vocal, woodwind, 

brass, strings, and percussion 

Festival Dates: November 19-21, 2020 

All-State saxophone audition guidelines: 

1. Perform one minute of a solo of your choice, unaccompanied. Auditioning students are not required to perform the 
solo from memory. 

2. Perform the etudes listed below. The etudes for saxophone this year are from the book, “Selected Studies for 

Saxophone” by Himie Voxman, published by Rubank. 

• page 39, the etude in E major by Heinze – start at measure 16, count 1 (E quarter note) and perform to the end 

of the etude. The pdf copy included here is edited to begin at measure 16. 

• page 45, the etude in Bb minor by Luft – start at the beginning of the etude and end on measure 39 (F dotted half 

note with a fermata). The pdf copy included here is edited to end at measure 39. 

3. Perform all major scales followed by the chromatic scale in this order: C, F, Bb, Eb, Ab, Db, Gb/F#, B, E, A, D, G and 
chromatic. All scales should be recorded in succession with just a slight break between each scale. The major scales 
should be performed in the appropriate full range of the instrument two or more octaves where possible, ascending 
and descending. They do not need to be memorized for the recording process. The major scales must be performed 
in 16th notes at a metronome speed of quarter note = 88. Using a metronome to establish tempo is encouraged. Major 
scales must be performed all tongued ascending and all slurred descending or all slurred ascending and all tongued 
descending. No other articulation variation will be acceptable. Either of the following rhythm patterns is acceptable: 

 or     

4. Perform a chromatic scale over the complete range of the instrument, ascending and descending. The chromatic 
scale must be performed in 16th notes at a minimum tempo of quarter note = 88. No specific articulation pattern is 
required. 

 

 

 

For more information, visit the IHSMA All-State website. 

 



Listen to this etude on YouTube - https://youtu.be/Mxl6xb6Heiw 



Listen to this etude on YouTube - https://youtu.be/r_6OzzLikjY



 How to Create an Audition Video 

 MATERIALS 

• A quiet room for recording 
• Device for filming 

o Digital video camera 
o Smart phone with a camera feature (iPhone, Android, Google Pixel, etc.) 
o Go-Pro 
o Laptop with webcam for filming 

• Visible clock or stopwatch (digital or analog) 
• Music Stand 
• Instrument and accessories 
• Required audition music 

  

SETTING UP FOR YOUR VIDEO 

• Find a quiet room with little to no distractions for recording your video. Select a quiet time of day 
to record and make sure all the windows are closed to your recording space before you begin. 
You can use blankets, pillows, and other absorptive materials to block out any excess noise. 
Your space should have decent lighting, enough space for comfortable recording and playing, 
and little to no clutter in the background. 

• The video should focus on you. The camera should not be so far away that you appear small 
and should not be so close that your body does not fit in the frame. A good rule of thumb is to 
set up your camera/camera phone as if it is an audience member at a recital, preferably a few 
feet away. The auditor should be able to see your embouchure, fingers, and posture without 
obstruction. The image should include the full view of your instrument 

• Make sure a clock or stopwatch is visible by the camera. This can be a digital clock, analog 
clock, or large stopwatch on a computer or phone. 

• Make certain that there is nothing in view of the camera that has your school name on it (folder, 
wall hangings, displays, etc.). 

  

FILMING YOUR VIDEO 

• Do a test video to make sure that your lighting, sound, and camera placement are the way that 
you want them. Make any adjustments necessary until you are pleased with the result of the 
test video. 

o Lighting can be adjusted by closing or opening blinds, recording at different times of day, 
or centering more lights on you as you are performing. Lighting should come mainly from 
the front and sides, too much lighting from behind you will cause the video to be dark 
and fuzzy. 

o Sound can be adjusted by limiting the clutter in a small room, hanging curtains or 
blankets on the walls of a large, echoing room, and placing a carpet down on the floor of 
an echoing room. 

• Once you are happy with the setting of your video, begin recording. For the Iowa All-State 
Audition process, you are required to upload an unaccompanied video performing the required 
repertoire. Each segment of the audition must be performed without editing and then all 
segments compiled, in the required sequence, into a single recording that will then be 
uploaded. 

  



AUDITION PROCEDURES 

Students should announce their name and then announce each segment. 

Woodwind/Brass/String Audition segments 

1. Solo 
2. Etudes/Excerpts (in the order specified in Fall Bulletin or online) 
3. Scales (in order specified in Fall Bulletin or online) 

SD NTSC video 

  
Format MP4 (file extension .mp4) 
Video 

Codec: H264 

Frame Rate: 30 (Constant) 
Frame Size / Resolution: 720 x 547(square pixels) 
Fields: Progressive 

Bitrate: 2,000 kbit/s 

Audio 

Codec: AAC-LC 

Bitrate: 128 kbit/s 

Sample Rate: 48,000 kHz (retain original sample rate) 
 

 
RESOURCES 
Here are some links for tutorial videos on how to use various video editing software. 

• iMovie (Mac) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aRLT9L_L1Pw 
• iMovie (Mac) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBb44gcBV1w 
• Movie Maker (PC) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O99NXVHfqMs 
• Photos (PC) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6E_OccV6e5w 

Top free video programs for PC and Mac - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RxIyJHaLu7U 

   

UPLOADING YOUR VIDEO 

Videos must be either recorded or converted to the following specifications:  

If possible, record in .mp4 format.  

If conversion is needed, then use these specifications: 


