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Am

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
Dm

& bb bbbÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
Gm

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
Cm

& bbbb bbbbbÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
Fm

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
Bbm

& bbbbbb bbbbbbbÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
Ebm

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
Abm

& ####### ######Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
A#m

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
D#m

& ##### ####Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
G#m

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
C#m

& ### ##Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
F#m

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
Bm

& # Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
Em

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Minor Scales

Anatomy of a minor scale W = whole step   H = half step

W WH W H W W W W H W W H W
The scales above are all natural minor (sometimes called pure minor). Each has the same key signature
as the major scale three half steps above it. To convert a major scale to natural minor, lower the 3rd,
6th and 7th scale degrees by one half step, or change the key signature by removing three sharps or
adding 3 flats.
In addition to natural minor, which conforms to a key signature, there are two variations of the minor
scale: harmonic minor and melodic minor. These scales contain accidentals.
To make a natural minor scale into a harmonic minor scale, raise the 7th scale degree half a step
To make a natural minor scale into a melodic minor scale, raise the 6th and 7th scale degrees half a
step on the way up, but restore the scale to natural minor on the way down.
Harmonic minor scales work well with chord symbol suffix m()7), while melodic minor is suited for
m6 and m6/9. Dorian scales (see mode page) are commonly used over m7, m6, m6/9, and m7(11) chords.
Phrygian scales can be used over m, m7, and m(b9b6) chords.

                natural minor scales are best suited for these chords: (using "c" for purposes of example only):
Cm   Cm7,  Cmb6 (other minor chord symbols will use harmonic minor, melodic minor, or the dorian or phrygian modes. see below.)


