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Am

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
Dm

& bb bbbÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
Gm

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
Cm

& bbbb bbbbbÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
Fm

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
Bbm

& bbbbbb bbbbbbbÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
Ebm

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
Abm

& ####### ######Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
A#m

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
D#m

& ##### ####Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
G#m

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
C#m

& ### ##Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
F#m

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
Bm

& # Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
Em

Ï Ï Ï Ïb Ïn Ï Ï Ï Ïn Ïb Ï Ï Ï
1 3 4 5 5 7 8/1 7 5 5 4 3 1

Minor Pentatonic Scales

a blues scale is created by adding a lowered 5th to the minor pentatonic scale

By leaving in the chord tones (1, 3, and 5) but eliminating the half steps (between the 2nd and 3rd, 6th
and 7th) in a natural minor scale, the minor pentatonic avoids the likelihood of dissonance during
improvisation over the appropriate chord.

The only blue note available to the minor pentatonic scale is a lowered 5th.  In the key of C, that note
would be a Gb. Adding a lowered 5th to a minor pentatonic scales creates what is known as a blues scale.

A minor pentatonic scale contains the same five notes as the major pentatonic bearing the same key
signature. A minor pentatonic can be used sparingly over a major chord change, but a major pentatonic
shouldn't be used over a minor chord change.

SCALE DEGREES 1, 3, 4, 5, AND 7 FROM THE NATURAL MINOR SCALE

b b

minor pentatonic scales are best suited for these chords (sparingly on major ones):
   C   C6,  CH   Cù   Cû   Cm   Cm7   Cm6 (using "C" for purposes of example only)


