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Chromatic and Whole Tone Scales

There is only one chromatic scale. It includes all twelve notes traditionally found in music of the
Western world. Since this scale is symmetric, any note in the scale can act as the root, and it has no
key signature. The chromatic scale is made up exclusively of half steps. The full chromatic scale
shown here includes all 32 notes in the normal range of the saxophone.

There are only two different sounding whole tone scales. Since they're symmetric, any note in the
scale can act as the root, and they have no key signatures. Whole tone scales are made up exclusively
of whole steps. It can be said that a whole tone scale is every other note from a chromatic scale. The
notes left out of such a scale would create the second whole tone scale. The scale contains only six
notes.

A whole tone scale will create an augmented triad.

chromatic scale, ascending

chromatic scale, descending

Whole Tone Scales         whole tone scales are best suited for these chords:
C«,  C¬   C¬ (using "C" for purposes of example only)


